
Also Showcasing 
Glass, Ceramics & Wood

AMER I CAN

C O L L E C T O R

WATCH 4 VIDEOS 
IN THIS ISSUE

PREV IEWS OF  WORKS  FOR  SALE  AT  UPCOMING SHOWS COAST  TO  COAST  A P R I L  2 0 1 6   I S S U E  1 2 6

Cover AAC126.indd   1 3/2/16   3:15 PM



094 www.AmericanArtCollector.com

UPCOMING SHOW PREVIEW / SAN FRANCISCO, CA
April 7-30, 2016

Caldwell Snyder Gallery
341 Sutter Street  |  San Francisco, CA 94108
(415) 392-2299  |  www.caldwellsnyder.com

M A R T A  P E N T E R

Moments of silence
B razilian artist Marta Penter’s latest 

photorealistic paintings are a product 
of the artist’s travels to far-off places 
such as Vienna, New York, and Paris. 
Penter’s focus, however, was not on the 
native architecture or landscapes, but on 
the people and social spaces inhabited 
by people—cafes, sidewalks and subway 
stations, to name a few. 

In her latest series, Entre Silêncios, 
Penter once again focuses on life in these 
dense urban centers, observing how people 
relate and behave in a social community, 
but also on an individual level. In particular, 
lines of people—or “queues” in British—“tell 
us a lot about habits, attitudes toward life, 
about the way we behave in groups and 
individually and also how interpersonal 
communications happen,” Penter states. 

The works in Entre Silêncios are on 
display in her show Among Silence at 
Caldwell Snyder Gallery in San Francisco, 
with an artist’s reception on April 7. Penter, 
based in Porto Alegre in the south of Brazil, 
says the series “talks about this fleeting but 
intense time that distracts us from the here 
and now and connects us with our inner 
silence.” These moments of silence, as 
Penter describes, represent the moment we 

1 
The Jacquard Jacket Girl, 
oil on canvas, 63 x 63"

2 
The Corner Shop, oil on 
canvas, 71 x 47"

3 
Girl with Blue Beach Chair 
oil on canvas, 47 x 47"

4 
Grand Palais (diptych),  
oil on canvas, 47 x 189" 

Images courtesy 
Caldwell Snyder Gallery.
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turn ourselves off from external reality and 
connect with our inner reality. “There is a 
difference between being in the world and 
feeling yourself in the world,” Penter notes.

Penter, whose large-scale canvases 
immerse the viewer, says her background in 
psychology helps to sharpen her eyes in the 
search for images. Her previous series, Seeing 
and Being Seen, introduced the queues 
and groups of people in social situations, 
“apparently festive and relaxed.” There is an 
invitation for the viewer to take part in the 
events and enjoy the moments, she says.

Entre Silêncios starts from the same 
poetic reference, with queues and scenes 
of social reality, but “there is a chance in 
the perception of this reality,” Penter says. 
“There is a silence that permeates and settles 
in the underground/under of these scenes.”

She continues, “Maybe I wanted to draw 
attention to the particular inserted into 
the collective. At the same time, there is a 
presence and there is an absence. And it is 
this ambiguity that is the big difference."

Penter’s works depict a dreamlike reality. 
Her palette, nearly monochromatic in 
nature, has infusions of sapphire blue—a 
touch the artist introduced in an earlier 
series after sketching in a park with a blue 
ballpoint pen. 

Penter says blue brings freshness to the 
scene and breaks up the monotony of grays. 
Blue plays an important role in her latest 
works, too, as depicted in The Corner Shop, 
in which inside of a pub is shrouded in the 
color. This gives “an unreal character to the 
scene” and “creates a focus on the inside of 
it, with the intention of putting the viewer 
into the painting scene,” Penter says.

Among Silence continues through 
April 30. 
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